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 SF 5 Together

Coalition of Neighborhood Groups in District 5

President: Cheryl Brodie – 221-5567; 

Treasurer: Joan Downey – 564-9416; Secretary: Richard Magary – 431-2359

Supervisoral Candidate’s Questionnaire

Answers will be published through SF5Together’s email list, posted on our SF5Together Yahoo Group Site and distributed throughout District 5 neighborhood organizations

Candidate Name:


DAN KALB

Home Address:



1397 17th Avenue, S.F. 94122

How long have you lived in District 5?
  17 years

Phone:




415/753-0137  \  415/753-0336

Email:




<dank1@well.com>

Campaign Website:


<www.dankalb.net>
Campaign Office Address:

912 Cole Street, #252, S.F. 94117

Campaign Manager:


Scott Adams – Political Movers & Shakers

Five Endorsers that live in District 5:

1.
Stephen Herman 


2.
Phil Ginsburg 


3.
Eddie Chin


4.
Clem Clarke


5.
Agar Jaicks

Please answer the following questions:

1. List three ways you have been involved with the community and neighborhoods of San Francisco and District 5, in particular, in the past 5 years. Please be specific.

Participation in Community Service has been a part of who I am my entire adult life.  As a Supervisor, I plan to encourage elected officials throughout the city to become more engaged in community service projects.  

1.
I have volunteered at the Haight-Ashbury Food Program periodically over the past several years.  Additionally, when I worked at the CCSF John Adams Campus, I assisted the HAFP Food Service Job Training with their classroom facilities.  The HAFP is a key nonprofit in district 5 and I am committed to continue my volunteer work after I am elected and helping them thrive and expand their vital services.  I have also volunteered at Glide Church numerous times.  

2.
I worked as the Staff Supervisor (i.e. Assistant Director) at the City College John Adams Campus for over 5 years.  In that capacity, I organized several Community Health Fairs, blood drives, and community forums.  I always strived to have a positive relationship with our neighbors.  I also organized a Mural clean-up during my tenure there, and was responsible for getting a 4-way stop sign put in at the corner of Grove and Ashbury.  

3.
I am a regular participant at the Hands On San Francisco and Rebuilding Together Community Service days.  I have participated in various service projects including a number in District 5.  For example, I participated in a school clean-up at the Golden Gate Academy.    

2. SF5Together’s challenge and goal as a coalition of District 5 neighborhood

      organizations has been to build bridges with diverse and disparate groups.       

      As supervisor, how do you plan to address the diverse and disparate voices and    

      concerns in District 5? (50 words or less)

I would like to use an expanded version of the SF5Together coalition as a District 5 Advisory Council, with working groups and subcommittees.  As a Supervisor, I am committed to meeting with community leaders and organizations from throughout our district on a regular basis.  

I have ten years experience as a neighborhood mediator with Community Boards solving neighborhood-based problems.  I will use my mediation skills to bring disparate parties together in common cause to solve problems.  

3. Why are you running for Supervisor of District 5? (50 words or less)

I’m running because I am on a mission.  A mission to improve the public’s confidence and trust in our local government…a mission to bring a greater sense of social and environmental responsibility to what comes out of City Hall…a mission to make sure our local government understands the connection between the people who live here and the problems we face on an almost daily basis. 

      Please list 3 primary goals for your 4-year term as District 5 Supervisor.

1. Improve the public’s confidence and trust in our local government by implementing my 4-point plan.  

• Make Customer Service a Top Priority at City Departments 

• Engage Elected Officials in Meaningful Community Service Projects 

• Improve City Hall's Responsiveness to Neighborhood Problems 

• Organize and Involve the Community Through Regular Town-Hall Listening Sessions 


2.
Construction of new affordable housing.  I plan to make the creation of new limited equity affordable housing a top priority.  This is the best way to create ownership opportunities for lower and moderate income residents while ensuring long-term affordability is not compromised.  


3.
Pedestrian Safety and Livable Communities.  I want to require the city to develop a pedestrian master plan that includes making our streets and neighborhoods safer and more inviting to walk.  Designing and planning more pedestrian-friendly streets and neighborhoods should be a top priority for the Planning Department and the city as a whole.  I look forward to working with Walk San Francisco and the Senior Action Network in developing a strong pedestrian master plan.  

4. What specific protocol will you establish in your office to address neighborhood concerns in a timely manner?  Will you open a community office? 

My office will develop a set of procedures and expectations so people in district 5 communities will know approximately how long it might take to address a particular problem.  Opening an actual district office would require substantial funds that the city does not have.  However, I have already committed to have at least 10 town-hall listening sessions each year to hear from D5 residents about problems and new ideas.  Some of these sessions will be co-hosted by neighborhood groups or community-based organizations.  I am committed to genuinely addressing neighborhood concerns in a timely fashion. This is part of my commitment to improve the public’s confidence in our local government.  

5.  Since district elections were re-established in 2000, please assess the   

     strengths and weaknesses of the performance of the current Board of 

     Supervisors.


I continue to be a strong supporter of district elections.  The biggest strength of district elections of Supervisors is that there is a much better opportunity to hold Supervisors accountable for addressing specific neighborhood problems.  The performance of the current board members in this regard varies depending on the district.  The anticipated weaknesses of district elections have not materialized.  However, some Supervisors could do a better job in trying to work more effectively with their colleagues (note: the difficulties of working together existed on the board even before district elections).  

      What have been the three most significant achievements of the Board of Supervisors since 2000?


1.
Protection of our Public Health System – Even during difficult financial times, our Public Health system is probably the most vital set of services our city provides.  More needs to be done, but this Board sees Public Health as a priority.  I hesitated to put this one down, because there is so much more to do and I want to make it an even stronger priority.  But, it could have been a lot worse so I want to give the Board some credit here.  


2.
The Budget – I realize that the budget is not sexy. But the most important thing that the Board does is to work with the Mayor in crafting a budget that reflects the priorities of the City.  Developing or modifying a budget during difficult financial times is a huge challenge.  I would say that our Board over the past few years has done a reasonably good job at meeting that challenge.  I was particularly impressed with Supervisor Daly’s work as Budget Committee chair in 2003.

3.
Stopping the unnecessary Airport Runway expansion that was proposed by the former Mayor.  I was actively involved in making sure this boondoggle of a project did not go forward.  Protection of our Bay is vital to our city and the entire Bay Area.  I helped to develop a set of alternatives that could be implemented to address the real and perceived concerns at SFO. 
Issues of concern to neighborhoods in District 5 are wide and varied – However, concerns over Housing, Aging of Residents, Public Safety, Public Parks and Economic Development are repeatedly expressed

1. Housing: Do you oppose or support the Housing Bond on this fall’s ballot in its entirety? If not, which components do you take issue with and why? 

I fully support it.  In fact, I am putting YES on ‘A’ on my campaign literature from this point forward.  I am a member of the SF Housing Action Coalition and have been very supportive of the Mayor’s coalition efforts to get this on the ballot this year. The only change I might make would be to require that most of the ownership portion of the funds be used for limited equity new construction.  Nevertheless, it is an excellent measure and I will campaign for it.   

2.   Aging: Residents in our neighborhoods, with and without housing, are aging.       

      According to the SF Dept. on Aging and Adult Services, the number of seniors in   

      San Francisco is expected to grow 45% in the next two decades. Currently, the 

      number of seniors living alone in San Francisco is at an all time high.

      How should these demographics affect planning and funding of services? Please be 

      specific. 



We obviously need to provide necessary services to our senior population.  The most significant result of the changing demographics will be the need to have sufficient supplementary health services available to those seniors who do not have access to anything beyond Medicare. In-home supportive care must be an increasing priority within our  public health system.  



We must make sure that a specified percentage of our affordable housing is reserved as senior housing. I strongly support the construction of senior-oriented housing developments and we need to make sure our planning department makes this a priority.



Pedestrian safety and availability of transit are also top concerns that must be addressed—particularly for our senior and disabled population 

3. Public Safety: Neighborhoods in District 5 are living with increased violence, ongoing drug activity and “quality of life” concerns. What do you prioritize as the top three elements in your plan to address issues of public safety in District 5? 

• Programs to Reduce Recidivism – We need to fully fund and expand the existing programs in our public safety departments (Sheriff, SFPD, D.A., Public Defender) that are working.  These programs include the nationally-recognized Resolve to Stop Violence Project (RSVP), the adult High School in the Jails, various substance abuse programs, and more.  

Most crimes are committed by people who have committed crimes previously. The Board of Supervisor must commit to funding these programs, expanding those that can be expanded, and create a new program to further reduce recidivism. 

• Conflict Resolution – We need to support nonprofit groups that are already involved in reducing conflict and addressing violence in our communities.  For example, Community Board, the San Francisco-based neighborhood mediation service provide invaluable services to our community.  We need to support their efforts and provide them with funding to they can expand their reach out into the community.  Addressing conflicts before they get out of hand is an important part of creating a safe and happy living environment.  

• After-school programs—both public and private sector – We need to work with the School District and private groups such as Boys & Girls Clubs to make sure our youth have productive and enjoyable things to do when not in school.  The value of after-school programs is immense—the cost to society of not having these programs is frightening.  

As a Board member, I will make sure that our city budget reflects the importance of these public safety-related programs/services.  

4. Parks and Open Space: Name three parks in District 5 and what do you perceive

      to be their problems and positive aspects? What do you propose to remedy their               

      problems and enhance their positive aspects? 


I am a strong supporter of maintaining and improving our parks as both a place to recreate and, in some cases, a place to appreciate our natural environment.  I also want to increase community service efforts to beautify and improve our parks for present and future generations.  



Panhandle (part of GG Park) – We need to improve and update the bathroom facilities as well as improve the maintenance of the Panhandle portion of GG Park.  I support using a small portion of the Panhandle on a trial basis for a Sunday Farmers’ Market.  



Alamo Square park – I certainly support the renovation of the antiquated facilities in this part some of which is underway.  I am committed to keeping this park well-maintained and attractive for the community.



Hamilton Park Recreation Center – This is a multi-use facility.  We need to make sure that it is well-maintained and that people who live nearby are given priority opportunities to use the facilities.  I want to create a neighborhood advisory committee for Hamilton Rec Center.  

5.   Economic Development: District 5 has several neighborhood commercial 

districts– including Cole Valley, Divisadero, Fillmore, Haight Street, Hayes Valley, Inner Sunset and Japantown. 

 What do you plan to do to retain and vitalize neighborhood-serving businesses in our district?  How do you plan to encourage creation of jobs with good wages and benefits for our residents?  



I fully support Supervisor Gonzalez’s Formula Retail legislation for those neighborhood business districts.  Expanding applicability of that legislation to other business districts should be considered, but only after substantial stakeholder input from the small business owners in those respective business districts.   I generally oppose out-of-town chain stores in our neighborhood commercial districts.  I was very strongly against the proposed Blockbuster video and RiteAid stores in the Inner Sunset.  If a specific business district is in need of revitalization (as is indeed the case), we have to bring the neighbors and business owners with the broader business community and relevant government agencies to work together.  



Promote Entrepreneurship – We need to work with agencies and relevant nonprofit groups such as the Renaissance Entrepreneurship Center to provide opportunities for people to develop and operate successful small businesses in our city.  



Social Responsibility – As I’ve been saying throughout the campaign, we need to instill a greater sense of social responsibility in what comes out of City Hall.  This includes creating socially responsible criteria when it comes to the city’s involvement in helping the small business community.  Tax incentives could be focused on small businesses that meet selected S.R. criteria.  



Job Training – I am a former staff supervisor at the City College John Adams Campus. We need to work with City College as the best place to help train our youth and retrain adults of all ages as part of our effort to provide productive work opportunities for all our residents. I supported in Minimum Wage increase that was on the ballot last year.  

Please return to sf_94117@sbcglobal.net (electronic delivery is preferred)

Or mail to

SF5Together, PO Box 170631, SF, CA 94117

Deadline is August 12th for the Questionnaire and Pledge 

Due to our September 1st Forum 
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