San Francisco

for Democracy

Candidate Questionnaire

DAN KALB

Supervisor – District #5

DAN KALB for Supervisor 5

Scott Adams – Campaign Manager  \  Meghan Pinch – Field Coordinator

912 Cole Street, #252 • San Francisco, CA  94117

1397 17th Avenue • San Francisco, CA  94122

415/753-0336  \  650/291-1316 (cel.)

<dank1@well.com>

www.dankalb.net

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

1.   How did I first become involved in politics?


I’ve been involved in politics almost my entire adult life.  I remember growing up noticing that my family members got involved in selected political and public interest campaigns—Tom Bradley for Mayor of Los Angeles, Eugene McCarthy for President, George McGovern for President, Fair Housing issues in California, the United Farm Workers, etc. It was just something that my family did.  There was never any pressure on me to ‘get involved’, but I got hooked at an early age.  Moreover, as I saw how many of the environmental problems we face were more often political than technical, I began to realize as a teenager that I had to get involved in the political process to make a difference.  

In college (U.C. Berkeley), I volunteered on various campaigns for local measures and progressive members of Congress (e.g. Ron Dellums) and the State Legislature.  I also got involved with CalPIRG as a student volunteer working on environmental issues, and subsequently as a staff organizer.  

In 1984, I spent nearly two months in Iowa for the Caucuses working on the Presidential campaign of then-Senator Alan Cranston.  

Politics and being active in the community for me is about having an impact.  I’m not about being a spectator.  

2.   List the three most important issues to my campaign:


Improving and restoring confidence and trust in our local government – It is my belief that if we want to be able to do big things—major reforms, things that cost more money, policies that involve significant changes in what people are used to—to solve the challenges and problems we face in our city, we need to have the public’s support—While I like many Supervisors, there is too much in-fighting at the Board. This in-fighting leads to cynicism among the public at-large.  We have to change that! 

I’ve developed a 4-point plan that includes improving customer service, engaging elected officials in meaningful community service projects, getting city departments to better solve neighborhood problems, and having regular town hall listening sessions (10 times per year) as a way of engaging people in the policy-making process.  These things will help make our local government more responsive to people out in the community.  

When I was on the SF DCCC, I was the founding Chair of the Community Service committee.  In that capacity, I helped to engage local Democratic Party leaders in community service efforts.  I want to do the same throughout City Hall.  


Affordable Housing – I want to promote the creation of additional affordable housing units—rental and ownership—in our city.  I plan to encourage and incentivize the construction of limited equity units for home ownership. I strongly support the Community Land Trust legislation that is currently being drafted, and I want to use the successes that stem from that legislation to provide us with a model for new limited equity construction. Limited equity arrangements (such as L.E. cooperatives) are the best way to achieve ownership for lower income residents.  

I am a steering committee member of the S.F. Housing Action Coalition and a board member of San Francisco Tomorrow where I sit on the housing issues committee.  I strongly support the inclusionary zoning law we have on the books that requires new housing developments to include a minimum percentage of ‘affordable’ units.  In fact, I would like to see those requirements expanded and will push for that at the Board.    

I am a strong and active supporter of the affordable and supportive housing bond measures headed for the November ballot.  In fact, I will be putting YES on ‘–’ on most of my campaign literature. 


Environmental Protection and Livable Communities – I intend to be an environmental leader on the Board of Supervisors.  I will offer legislation to improve the quality of our air, promote renewable energy, protect our parks, natural areas and open spaces, and change the way we design our neighborhoods to make them more pedestrian- and bike-friendly.  

I am a former full-time chapter director of the Sierra Club and am currently an environmental policy director for the Union of Concerned Scientists.  I have extensive experience working on environmental issues and will bring that expertise to the Board of Supervisors.  

3.   What sets me apart from my opponents?


I have over twenty years experience in San Francisco working as advocate, policy analyst, nonprofit board member, political activist, and community service volunteer.  I have experience working on large city-wide and regional policy issues as well as smaller, neighborhood-based problems.  I’ve written and analyzed legislation, and I’ve gotten a stop sign put in at an unsafe district 5 intersection.  I’ve lived in district 5 for over 16 years (20+ years in San Francisco).  

I believe that my ability to work with individuals and groups of people ‘beyond the choir’ sets me apart from most other candidates.  All of the leading candidates—myself include—have a strong progressive background.  But the most effective supervisor will be the one who can best reach out to the broader cross-section of people in the city.  I can and do get along well with people with whom I don’t already agree.   

I have 10 years experience as a neighborhood mediator with community boards.  I believe that my mediation skills will prove valuable on the Board.  

4.   Give an example of when compromise and coalition building resulted in a success for you:


When I worked for Common Cause, I was very involved in the effort to bring genuine campaign reform—including public financing—to state legislative campaigns in California.  In order to draft and pass the ballot proposition, we had to engage interests beyond the usual suspects.  We successfully came up with a proposal that had broad support—even in some segments of the business community.  During that campaign, I was responsible for building local coalitions throughout the Bay Area to support the proposition.  I successfully put together coalitions that included local elected officials, church leaders, environmental groups, minority community leaders, and, of course, good government advocates.  We received good media coverage for our coalition efforts and we won at the ballot box statewide.  


When I worked for the Sierra Club, we sought to protect open space and limit sprawl development.  I participated in extensive coalition building with labor leaders, affordable housing advocates, leaders in faith communities, and some housing developers to focus on in-fill development.  

5.   San Francisco for Democracy is committed to grass-roots involvement. 


Explain how I intend to involve the community in my campaign:


My campaign has already begun to involve dozens of volunteers—knocking on doors, talking to voters, and handing out my campaign literature throughout the district.  We intend to involve and activate members of endorsing organizations and run a strong grass-roots campaign.  I will also be holding meet-and-greets throughout the district. 

I am putting together a campaign and policy advisory committee to ensure that my campaign is reflective of the diversity of people and diversity of thought in my district.  


I would also say that it’s even more important to involve the community after I’m elected.  I intend to use the network of existing grass-roots and neighborhood organizations to help keep me engaged in the community and to help me to engage more people who live in the district. 
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