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1. In what ways do you feel parks contribute to quality of life in San Francisco and the City’s economy?
	I am a strong supporter, fan and user of our city parks.  Outdoor green 

	Space for recreation and relaxation is a vital component of what we all call 

	‘quality of life’.  People have a natural desire to be outside in a comfortable, 

	inviting setting.  Without quality parks, families would not want to live here

	and some businesses might not want to locate in our city.  

	


2. What are the most important problems facing recreation and parks in San Francisco? What solutions do you propose?
	Problems: Funding for park maintenance, availability of recreation facilities 

	to meet everyone’s needs, lack of quality playgrounds, insufficient   

	protection of sensitive natural open spaces

	Solutions:  Review Rec & Park budget and make sure sufficient monies 

	exist for maintenance, prioritize recreation facility use based on community 

	needs, develop public-private partnerships for new playgrounds, better enforce protection of our natural areas within the parks.


3. The Recreation and Park Department estimates that we are 150 gardeners short to keep up our parks to a good standard.  The City Survey 2004 indicates many residents continue to be dissatisfied with park maintenance. What do you propose to improve park maintenance?
	Park maintenance is an absolute top priority for our parks and open spaces.  

	I’m sure many residents are quite dissatisfied with park maintenance.  I 

	would propose a combination of (a) a dedicated funding source for park 

	services and maintenance that might include certain new or existing fees,

	(b) a more formal and stronger outreach to community groups and residents

	to make part maintenance one of the most widespread and well-known 

	community service projects in the City.  As a Supervisor, I will commit to

	participating in park-related service projects.  


4. How do you think volunteers can be best integrated into Rec and Park?
	I am a long-time service volunteer in the community, and I support getting

	volunteers to help with park clean-ups, tours, and other activities that can be

	accomplished with volunteer assistance.  We need to create and enhance 

	formal relationships with the volunteer center, OneBrick, Hands-On San Francisco, San Francisco Conservation Corps, and other logical groups. 


5. Do you support community-based programming at Recreation Centers?  Currently Rec and Park’s recreation programming is largely staff-driven based on staff skills.  Would you be willing to provide Rec and Park with additional funds to conduct surveys to ensure that community recreation needs are being met?  What ideas do you have to improve recreation programming in San Francisco?
	Yes.  Clearly, there should be a stronger connection between what people 

	in the community want at Rec centers and what types of programs and 

	classes are offered.  

	

	

	

	

	


6. Are you aware San Francisco has no Open Space Plan? NPC has proposed establishing an Open Space Task Force.  Would you be willing to participate on the task force? Do you have ideas to propose to address the inequities in recreation and park facilities in San Francisco?
	I am a strong supporter of creating an Open Space Task Force, and I would 

	be happy to participate in such an endeavor.  

	Creation and availability of park recreation facilities should not be a 

	function of which neighborhood has more real or perceived political power.  

	Rec and Park department needs to do a comprehensive survey of all parks 

	and recreation facilities and the communities they serve to determine needs.  

	


7. What would you do to improve Rec and Park’s accountability as applicable to

maintenance in the field and management of capital programs?
	The Rec and Park Department needs to be audited.  Then, there needs to be 

	a firm commitment to not move substantial monies away from maintenance 

	once the annual budget is set.  If the Department knows that there is 

	someone with authority watching over them, they might be more reluctant 

	to inappropriately funnel money away from capital program management or park maintenance.  


8. 
Which park in your district needs most help and what do you propose to do about it?
	The Panhandle portion of GG Park could use quite a bit of assistance.  New 

	bathrooms, better on-going maintenance, improved signage.  I propose a 

	Panhandle advisory committee consisting primarily of residents who live within a half-mile of the Panhandle, along with some citywide park experts.  

	

	


Thanks for the opportunity to answer these questions.  I look forward to working with the Neighborhood Parks Council on key issues at the Board.

-Dan Kalb
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